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SHORT COMMUNICATIONS 

Recent records of scarcer Ephemeroptera from Southern England. —Although rated 
as RDB2 in Bratton (1991) Ephemera lineata Eaton (Ephemeridae) is locally 
abundant in the Reading area on the Kennet and Holybrook, and also from the 
Tilehurst area where it can be abundant at light (Chris Raper, pers. comm.). Light 
trapping at Burghfield Mill (SU6770) in July 2003 attracted large numbers of E. 
lineata , and E. vulgata L. Ephemera danica Muller was the rarest of the three in the 
district, and only found close to the Holybrook, (SU6871), the silty sections of 
which, also yielded several distinctive larvae of Brachycercus harrisella Curtis 
(Caenidae) in May 2003. 

On 28th June 2004,1 caught a single adult male E. lineata in Bushy Park (TQ 1469) 
approximately 200 m from the Thames. This appears to be the first modern record 
from the London area, and the first in Middlesex since 1902. Previous records from 
VC21 were from Teddington in 1901, and Laleham in 1902. Subsequently, adults 
proved to be widespread and abundant on foliage, especially on lower branches of 
trees across the park, throughout July into early August. Given the distribution of 
adults, it would appear likely that it is breeding in the Longford River which crosses 
the park. 

On 20th May 2004,1 saw three male mayflies performing a ‘yo-yoing’ display flight 
adjacent to a recently created shallow pond, remote from any significant flowing 
water on Carswell Golf Course, Oxfordshire (SU3396). I caught one which proved to 
be E. vulgata , a puzzling record given the suggested association with muddy- 
bottomed rivers. 

Siphlonurus armatus Eaton (Siphlonuridae) is described as being associated with 
lakes, ponds and slow flowing streams and rivers (Elliot & Humpesch, 1983). In Botany 
Bay-Fisher Lane Woods, Surrey (SU9834) this species occurs in small ephemeral 
streams, which are often reduced in summer to a series of stony bottomed pools, in 
which larvae were often abundant. It was first recorded in the late 1970s (Don Tagg 
pers. comm.), and was still present in the early 1990s at least. - Jonty Denton, 
Kingsmead, Wield Road, Medstead, Hampshire, GU34 5NJ. JontyDenton@aol.com. 
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